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In the cool morning, a squirrel passed by.
Likely Rascal who nicked bird seeds this fall
before I learnt that rodents taste spiciness.
Our winter has been bracing and extreme.
Sparrows and chickadees roosting in pines
nourished on piquant seeds I left outside,
chirping defiantly in the raw cold;

plump hazel settled on branches and wires.
Each morning, I survey too human news.
Borders ink-signed generations ago

at risk: this dirt is mine, yours should submit.
Machines ravage the earth for valued ore.
Persons loathed for place of birth, speaking up.
In March, Rascal rouses from her slumber;
I'll scatter almonds for her and her young.
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