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In Inside Out 2
the emotions of teenaged Riley
are personified

Anxiety, intensely orange, imaginative,
spirals, manufacturing sharp fantasies
of being unloved and never good enough

Right-wing speeches reverberate with a similar angst

a twitchy sour orange monster dominating
the speaker’s head, supplying fictions
honed through Evangelical summer camps, murmuring . . .

Secure their votes or
you will be powerless

Books with gay characters, he bellows,
will make your children gay!

Books about racism

will dilute white pride!

Books about sexual violence will . . .

will what?

Morrison’s Bluest Eye is not pornographic but tragic
Weeping is not lust

those who yearn to be consoled
nourished & witnessed

by a dependable book

will have lost years feeling abandoned
by a school system meant to support them
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